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Artist Rosemary Meza-DesPlas often uses her own hair to sew drawings
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BY LIZWEBER
HERALD STAFF WRITER

FARMINGTON - From a
distance, the art pieces 100K
like they’re made from the
soft scratching of pencil on
paper, short lines filling the
space, etching a jawline and
filling in the soft curve of an
eye. _ P

yB’l.lt upon closer InSpection, o —
it’s possible to see that what N
looked like the lines of a pen-
cil are actually short hairs,
weaving in and out of the can-
vas to create the image of a
woman staring back at you.

Rosemary Meza-DesPlas
first began experimenting
with sewing her own hair into
her art pieces in 2000. While
it started with an off-handed
comment from a friend, she
| said she was drawn to the idea
and the challenge of a new
art form. Meza-DesPlas, who
had never sewn before then,
began experimenting with
different canvas materials
and needles.

An exhibit at San Juan
College before the corona-
virus pandemic, explored B O I DR o ey s S
Meza-DesPlas’ journey as an LIZ WEBER,/Durango Herald photos
artist and her experimenta- Rosemary Meza-DesPlas studies one of her drawings at her exhibit “Marks, Strokes, and Scribbles: A Survey of Drawings” earlier this year at San Juan College. |
tion. The exhibit, which spans

the last 20 years of her work, often sexualized in Hollywood tions, to see how certain piec- |
includes graphite drawings, action movies. es are talking to each other
hand-sewn human hair draw- A lot of her influences across time,” she said. I
ings, mixed-media work and come across as more symbolic The exhibit has also given
a piece Meza-DesPlas drew because it “opens up more av- her an opportunity to reflect
directly on one of the walls of enues for interpretation.” on how society has changed

| the gallery. _ She and her husband - who in the past two decades. While

Meza-DesPlas said she has works at San Juan College—  she said there is no lack of is-

been drawn to the dichoto- moved to Farmington in 2016, sues affecting women, includ-
my asso::lat?d with hair. In when she decided to focuson  ing an imbalance of power,
?‘{16 001_10?11? g ;al_l be a;egléea: her art full time. She was pre-  she has noticed a difference.
mm: o blut 4 an“:;ﬁger vyt ‘tl}le viously a professor in Texas “In the last four years,

seen as repulsive. for 16 years. She said the tran- there’s been more (art) shows

“T¥'s the context that deter. sition to full-time artist has with sociopolitical content
gg%mple,s reaction to it ” ta‘(]icgnsred her to slow down and glﬁglizifmg different issues,”

hTO w?ﬁuw the hair, she said “Tllllere’g moge tir;:ie to re- A piece Meza-DesPlas
she will use her fingers to Displayed at San Juan College Art Gallery earlier this year, Meza-DesPlas’ o .) ad explore ldeas, ” had drawn directly onto
comb throughitinthemorn-  exhibit “Marks, Strokes, and Scribbles: A Survey of Driwll;gs," sho::a;g ghe Sald; “The processisn’t as the gallery wall depicts the
ﬁ m 1fgth the he;}[.jsgf %h:s week her drawings spanning the past two decades. ' mSThheedéxhibit LS St fi'lhrﬂ‘erent hairstyles worn by

1W ehasgath- new materials and : pulls from e suffragists. She said it

ered, label it and store itaway.  to work with. oi?ai%iﬁ? suburb of Dallas, andshe = projects and themes Meza-De- is a way to look bac

She said the current exhibitat  the exhibitis a work in prog-  ground has ceomeing, Lt snasnas explored, someof  diff

San _ : , ground has seeped into her which been exhibitedin  and : £5.%. 5 oy

= gmuawﬂalfge 5‘.11::3;}\:;:.‘,1 how ressteatunng her gray hair.  artwork. Her primary focus  Chicago, New York City Soilhm %ﬁ ¥4 an h‘f f anger.’

Bolh oot Veduseanél dw?:loﬂ pedwn ot ﬁ*ﬁﬂuéuDﬁSPy faslacs“ said é,hg tlg is on the female experiencein  Korea, China and France. days towmgr a couple

in her art. drawing because it’s uni : . etheexnibitspans  the exhibit, the piece will be
Anew challenge Meza-De-  “All you need is : p“?;l‘éejll'sal fluences coming from current Meza-DesPlas’ lifeasanart-  painted over.

sPlas is R P e | events, pop culture and social ist, she said it is a uni s .
drmmi?élm?ﬁﬂag’fm oy peedtodoisleavea  media. Apast themesheex-  portunity to reflect o it whérlgvlei‘algo’}lslge i P
gray hair. The different color Me}a-DesSI?’llaé was bo plored in an earlier exhibit her earlier influences and still there, hidden.”

has allowed her to explore e 2 T inam focused on how women shoot- recurring themes. '

ing guns or holding guns are “It’s fun to see the connec-  lweber@durangoherald.com
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