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Two artists throw curves
at sexuality, women'’s 1ssues

By Kesoms MoCowy
v b P W Teleram

exuality can speak in any language:

i's s close 1o us as our male and

fermnale identities. “Por Culpa de los

Mujeres” ("Blame It on the

Women™), the current exhibit a1

Cnllery 414, explores these ideas and

tilbtes sts audicnce with all the
entertainment value of sex. violence, animeals,
nudity and spiritality,

The artist couple, Steve Cruz and Rosemary
Mz, bring their collection together with vibranoe
and culre. Willing to push the envelope and take
i theme to its limits, the anists explore pop calnere,
refigion and make-female sexuality. The artists also
add the nehness of their Latino culture 1o each
work, giving the showw an added expeessionistis
paesh,

Meaza draws detwled Female Hgures in graphite,
on] pusstel, charcoal and carelully placed humun
haur. Her women wre s and strong.

En S Cawerpr Noweto Mi Dodor interprets the
archetypad thems of Jesus” crucifixim, but Mesa
twists e images by substituling women for men
With strong hadics, Lge breasts and curvaceous
hiprs, thie atisd encates fenumme loons. Mesa
pinstakingly weanes har throustwout the picrune
with a crers-stitch etect.

In Materiaeder, Mesa depacts the Garden of Eden
stury with even more deimitic imagery thin the
onginal tde, with o phadlic-looking snake winding
itself arvund the neck of i womimn and i uneaten
apple besude her, fallen 1o the ground, The woven
Hrusrman B adds texture and depth 1o the pciure,

Im the hack of the gallery, Meza creates 2 moom
of larger-than-life drawangs in charcoal and ol pas.
tels. The figures are drawn on the wall, msing
PROVOCIIYG guictions abesut installing them ebse-
whene, A puide expluns that the wall drawnes can
b pe-created on sate. These drowings nclode
daunting, fnvolous and fascmating scenes such s i
woman with Large, rough hands jugeling male gen-
ialia. In another scene, acrobatic figures m ips
with therr deformsd bodies.

seve Uy paims carteonish, woomaled o
acters, He uses hrght colurs, iny neon pompom
hadls and childhike samplicity o get across his mes-
sages. His female figures are voluptuows, graphs-
cally =o.

Wewderm Arr 1s Cruz's comment on the hypocnss
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Rosomary Meza's Lucroha incarporabos ol acrylic
and pastel crayon.

oM Bl art workd, The pictune depsets & man raying i
warrtian as she Mashes kim. A groupang of iy neon
dods ereates pubic har, adding J gansh, yel whim
sical toach Do the <oene.

Waswsievs eni thie Verge 15 3 namative paoce with
nit pareks amd 3 repeating pattem. Femede ovchips
ISR Poin vanous weapons 3 men whae stand
in fear. In the center row, two gleaming silver,
voluptuous femabe figunes (the saes from tnick
mud faps) decorate the painting. In this show, even
o kinsd of meschanweal sexvality can rasdite oo thi
eft-spen mud gund figures,

“Pior Culpa [ Las Wepenes, ™ nans Soagh Apei § ol Gallery 414
494 Terroiebon Drive. Because of sexualfy and sdull themes, s
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